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The 3 Best Places to Store Important Documents –
and How
Find the right way to store your documents to keep them safe and accessible when needed.

Advertising Disclosure: When you buy something by clicking links on our site, we may earn a small commission, but it never affects
the products or services we recommend.
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We have so many important documents in our lives, and it’s easy to let them pile up in a messy drawer.

There are better — and smarter — solutions, though.

Ron B. asks Money Talks News:

“Where would you suggest storing: car titles, birth certificates, marriage licenses, other important paperwork?”

Gillian Manning • April 23, 2024
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It’s a great question, and it’s applicable to every one of us. We all have Social Security cards, tax returns and,
hopefully, a will and other estate-planning documents.

We consulted several financial experts to provide a clear answer on the best spot to put them — and their tips for
how to go about it.

Don't Miss

NerdWallet ranked this company as the Best Online Financial Advisor for ’22 and ’23. If you have over $150k in
investable assets and are tired of financial advisors that don’t fit your unique needs, you owe it to yourself to
check this out.

In-home safe

Chad Robertson Media / Shutterstock.com

There’s no place like home.

Keeping your important documents within reach is convenient — just make sure you keep them safe.
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The president of Massachusetts-based American Private Wealth, Kashif A. Ahmed, tells Money Talks News that
these documents should be kept securely in a fireproof and waterproof safe.

Carol Fabbri, a certified financial planner and founder of Fair Advisors in Morrison, Colorado, takes it a step further
by recommending that these documents should also be ready on the fly.

“I live in the mountains of Colorado and during fire season, we always have a ‘go-box’ with our most essential
items,” Fabbri tells Money Talks News. “These items include wedding albums and family heirlooms. The things that
can’t be uploaded or replaced.”

Safe deposit box

Bildagentur Zoonar GmbH / Shutterstock.com

This is a popular method people use outside of the home.
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“The best and most convenient place would be a safe located at your personal residence, followed by a safety deposit
box at the bank,” certified financial planner Chris Mankoff tells Money Talks News. Mankoff is the chief portfolio
strategist with JTL Wealth Partners in Plano, Texas.

Safe deposit boxes keep your important documents locked away in a safe location. Not only does this provide
security against ill-intentioned people, but it also protects against any disasters like a fire or flood that can happen
at home.

They do have their drawbacks, though, as we detail in “5 Reasons Not to Use a Safe Deposit Box.” One is that if you
need your documents ASAP and the bank is closed, then you’re out of luck.

The cloud

Vadym Pastukh / Shutterstock.com

We live in a digital world, and your documents shouldn’t be exempt.

“The originals of all the essential documents should be scanned and uploaded to a secure location in the cloud,”
Fabbri says. “I like Everplans because it is secure and, if anything happened to me, my family could find everything
easily. Originals should be kept in a safe, ideally away from your home.”

Ahmed’s cloud provider of choice is Carbonite.
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Mankoff provided readers with a couple of options.

“I personally use Microsoft OneDrive and would recommend that as a top option to store documents electronically.
I offer access to a secure vault to my clients through RightCapital, which is the platform I use for client financial
plans,” he says.

See Also:
14 Ways WD-40 Can Save You Time and Money

Tip: Spread them out and have duplicates

Mix and Match Studio / Shutterstock.com

Don’t pick just one of these methods: If anything, use all three.

“Keep them in multiple formats and in multiple locations,” Ahmed says. And don’t just put them in the cloud. “Have
an external hard drive that you back up to as well. This way, a lot of locations need to be lost (or) compromised for
you to truly lose your important documents,” he says.
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Money Talks News Founder Stacy Johnson recommends even taking your documents to a trusted friend’s or
relative’s house. This is especially important if you live in an area prone to natural disasters like hurricanes, and
your trusted person lives in a more stable environment.

It ensures that in the worst possible situation, your important information will still be somewhere safe.

See Also:
15 Purchases That Will Make You More Productive in Life

Tip: Tell the right people

LightField Studios / Shutterstock.com

The unfortunate truth is that we aren’t going to be here forever, and we can’t predict the future either.

No matter what storage method you use, you should let a trusted person, or persons, know about it. This way if
something ever happens to you, loved ones know where to find your important information.
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Tip: Give them access

Maryia_K / Shutterstock.com

Give your trusted person copies of codes, keys or whatever else they’d need to access your documents in your
absence.

“It is important that the location and any access codes or keys are made available to any interested parties in the
unexpected event such as incapacitation or death,” Mankoff says. “I keep my important documents in a safe at my
home and my spouse knows where and how to locate and access the documents.”
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